
FILED 

1 l<.AMALA D. HARRIS 

Attorney General ofcCalifornia MAR 04 2013 
2 l<.A.R.BN B. CHAPPELLE 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General Board of Vccstlonal. Nursing 
3 SYDNBYM. and Psychiatric Technicians MEHRINGER 

Deputy ~ttomey General 
4 State Bar No. 245282 

300 So. Spri11g Street, Suite 1702 

5 Los. Angeles, CA 90013 


Telephone: (213) 897.;2537 

c 

6c Facsimile: (213}897.;2804 

•7c 00 

E~mail:Sydney.Mehrmger@doj.ca.gov
c Attorneysfor Complafnant 

8 

9 

1011---------~----~------~~ 

11 In the Matter of the Accusation, Agaioot; Case No. VN-2010-3740 

12 JANE CARM:ELA COLLINS 
6Hi2Neddy Avenue 

13 Woodland Hills~ CA 91367 

14 VocationalNumLi.cen$eNo~ VN 120737 

IS ~pont1ent 

16 

17 Complainant alleges: 


18 CPABTIES 


19 1. Teresa Bello..Jones, J.D,, M.S.•N.;c R.N. c(''CompJafuant~') brings this. Accusation csolely 

20 in her official capadty<as the ExecUtive Offitet ofthe Board cofVocafionalNursing artd 

21 Psyci1iattic Teclmiclans~ Depa$1ertt ofG6n~l,itn~ Afl'll:im. c 

22 2. On or about May 9, 198-4, the Board Qf\TQc,lltioniJ.l\1ursi113 and }lsycbiatriq 

23 T~echnicians(''Board'~~issuedVocationalNurseUcenseNum.berVN f20737 to lane Carmela 

24 Collins (''Respondent?'); The \ro:eational Nlltse Lieense wru:dn full force mtt· .effect at all times 

·25 . releVant to the.charges brought herein a11d will e~iteonApti130,2014!. unless~newed~ 

26 JIJIUSlUCilON 

21 3. This Accusation is broughtbefore the BQB,rd under the authority ofthe following 

28 laws. 	All section referen~ are to the Business and: Prof¢ssions Code unless otherwise indiooted. 

1 
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1 · 4. Section 118,, subdivision {b); of the Code ptoVid's that the suspen:si<U), e~iration, 

2 surrender, or ~ceU:atiou of aJiceme Shall ilotdepriv:e. the Board ofJurisdi¢ion to proceed with a 

·3 diso,ipUna;ry action during the·period within. which the liteme .may be renewed, r~ored, reiasued 

4 or reinstated. 

5 STATlJTE§.ANp REGULATORY PROVlSION§ 

6 5. Sectiou 2878 ofthe Code state~. in p~rfinent part: 


7 "The Board may sus~nd or revoke a licenseissuedunderthls,chapter [the Vocational 
. . 

s Nursing Practice Act (Bus.. ·(k Prof, Code, 2S40, et·seq,)J.for any ofthe following: 

9 "(a) Unprofessional conduct... 

10 

ll "(j) The conurtis.sion ofany ~t involvirig dishonestY, when tb4tac~Qf!iu~elated to the 

12 duties and fUllctions ofthe licensee,"· 

13 6. Section 2878.5 ofthe Code states, in pertittentf'lll'ti 

14 i•rn addition to 0cther acts constituting unprofessional qonduct:Wjthi11 t11e melil.nb1g ofthis 

1$ ehapter [tlje VocaticinalNur.sittg Practice Act]itis Ut1professitinal ~on<iuct forapers(!lnJicen$ed 

16 •(this chapter to d~ any of fu(} following: 

17 11 (a) Obtain or possess in violation oflaw. or pmoiibe, w eX@pt as dlre\}ted by ;a.licensed . 

18 physician. and surgeon,.dentist or podiatristadminister to himselfm herselfor furnish or 

19 administer to another. any controlled subst;uice as defined, in DiV~~ion 10 ofthe H*alth afid Safety 

20 Code, or my dangetoug,drug as defined i:n. Se:ct,ion 4022. n 

21 7. California C:ode of R~latiom, title 16~ ~tion ~5U.6 s.tates,in pertinent part: 

22 " (b) Alicensed vocationatnurseshall adheteto.standards oftbe profession .and ahall 

23 incorptna.te ethical and behavioral standard$ ofprofessional praeti'ee which mt>lud.e but are not 

24 limited to the following: 

25 

.26 (4) Ab$taining from .chemical/suhstance abuse; Wld 

27. (.5) Coope.rating with the Board Uurlnginves#gations. as required bySection 2878.1 ofthe 

28 Business and .Professions Code. 

http:incorptna.te


1 (<.;) A violation ofthis section oonsti1;Utes . unprofessional . . condJ1Ct . for purp'Oses of initiating

2 disciplinary aetion;'' 

3 

4 8. ''Vi<:odin,'" a.trade ruunefor hydrooodone and aeetaminophen, is categorized as a 

s Schedule III controlled substan~e pu:tsuantto Health and Safety Code section 11056. 

6 COBTRECOVERY 

1 9. Seclion.l2S.3. of the Co!le provides.• in pertinent Pal\ that the Board may ~9uestthe 

8 adminl.stratlve law judge 1o dke.ct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

9 the·licensillg act to pay a sum not to exceed the reas0nableoosts ofthe mvestiga:tionand 

10 enforcement ofthecase, with failure ofth~ilicentiateto comply stibjecting.~e license to not b$ng: 

11 renewed or reinstated. Ifa ~sesettles, recovery ofinvestigatipn.andenforcementcosts maybe 

12 included. in a stipulated settlement. 

13 IIRST CAUSE. FOR DISCIJ!LINE 

14 (Unprofessional Conduct) 

15 10. Respondent is subj~. to dispiplituu~r act;ipJ1 Wl~er Cod~ ~~ti~n 2318, .~u~divi$Wn (a) 

16 in that Respondent engag~:tdJn unpr:ofes~ional cond:uct w~n she falsely and fraudulentlY, 

17 prescribed the controlled substance; V1codin. for herself. in the .name oftwo doctors by .calling in 

D8 the prescriptions tolocal pharmacies, The citcutnstances are as follows: 

19 '1 L llespoJident was a long t~employ~ and: apattenrof~eJaqk Stirba].lHealth 

20 Cen~r ofthe Motion 'PiCtUre &Tel'evisic:ul Ftmti t'Skirball Health ·cen~r")., Sh~u·ecei:vecl health 

21 care ftoms~al primary care doctors at,the Skirball Health Center;includittg Dr. Richard 

22 Lander and Dr. Laura Meisel. 

23 12. On or about May 11~ 2009.Dr, LanderwroteRespohdenta~riptim}f(tr60utblets 

24 of Vicodin, with 1refill ori that prescl'iptiQn. On orabOtit May 12, 20091R:espphde~t filled 'lhe 

25 prescription at Woodlake Phanna,cy in West fiilJs. California bearing RX #272843, On on:tbout 

26 May 2.9, 2009, R.espon(lentd.illed the~ .ttfill on the prescription at:Woodlake Phannacy, also '· 

27 bearing RX # 212843. 

28 

Aecusation 



1 13. Aside from the prescripti.9n dated May 11, 2009. Dr; Lander never wrote any other 

2 prescriptions for VicoQin for Respondent, nevenmihorlzed any additional refilts for the original 

3 prescrlpthm, and never authorized any additional prescriptions for Vicodin to be iSsued ro 

4 .Respondent in his name. 

5 14. In or about M~;Y 2010; Respondent was terminated from her employment at the 

6 Sldt~l Health C:eriter. After.her termination, Respondent continued to receive her health care 

· 7 fr~m several primary care doctors at the Skirball Health Center. 

8 lS. On or about June 4; 2010~ Dr, Laura Meisel wrote Respondent a:ptescripthm f~ 60 · 

9 tablets ofV:icodin, with 1. reftU on that prescription. On or about June9,. 2010, R~spondentftll~.· 

10 . the presoriptio,tl atWoo4II¢e 'Pharmacy itt West Hills,· CaUfamia bearirig ltX# 231~01. On or 

l1 about June 28. 2010, Respondent tilled the one refill on the prescription at Woodlake Ph:ar:ttmoy, 

12 also bwingRX#287307. 

13 16. On or about OCtober l4,2010~Dr. Meisel authorized for Respondent apresqription 

14 for 40 t~lblets ofVicodin.· On·or about October-14, 2010, ·Re~p.ondentfiUed the prescription at 

15 Costco Phatmacy #44. bearing RX #Q&?76SS. 

16 17. On>pr aooutJanuary17, 2011, Dr. Meisehuthorlzed for Respondent a prescription 

17 fpr 40 tablets ofVic:oilin. On or aboutJanua:ry 2S, lOU Respondentfilled theptegetlption at 

18 Costco Pharmacy #44l bearin~ RX #0909968, . , 

19 
-

18, Aside nom the. prescriptions dated !utie 4; ~QlO, Optober 14, lOlO,. all4 January J7, 

20 .:zo 11, Dr· Meist:1 never wrote.any other prescriptions for Vioodin for Respo:ndent, never 

21 authorized any· additional renllsfot·the original. prescriptions, and never authorl~ed·•Ml· additional 

22 prescripti:Orm..for Vicodin tO··be issued to Respondent ·in·her name; 

2S 19. On or about }<'e~ l, 2011, a WoodJa.ke Pl1am:taca ph~~Stt~l~phoR~Jhe 

24 SkirballHealth Center and sta~ thathe believe4 that ~espondentwas phoning in prescriptions 

2S ofVicodin forhe:rselfwhile.jmpersonat;ing other licensed vocational nurses. The SklrballH~th 

26 Center verified. that the. prescriptiorts were not autbmized by the physitia:t~S. 

27 20. A~cording to the Depiirtm:etltof'Justice, d6ttttolled Substan~eUtilization ReView arid 

28 Evaluation System ('~CURBS") datilbE~;se~ between..~~ l2~ 2009 ah4 lanJ1fll'Y 4$" 2QU, 

4 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Respondefit tllled4l prescription$ (including refill$) for Vicodinin :WlilcltDt. I:.Cmder:andDr. 

Meisel were the prescribing physicians. Ofthese 4tprescriptio~, tfof these pre&criptions 

(including refills)were legitimate. Complainant refers to, and by this referenceihcurporates, the 

allegations set forth in Paragraphs 12 artd15 tbrou811 17, inclusive, as though fully setforth 

hereitt The remaining 35 prescriptions and/or refills were fal&e and fraudulent. These 

prescriptions and/or refills are $$follow$: 



1 07/28/10 

2 08/09/10 

3 . 08/3lll0 

14 01/06/ll 

15 01118/ll 
16 

17 SJjfCOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

18 (Comtlliss~Qn.of.AC:t$lnvo1Yitlg:.Dishonesty) 

19 21. Respondentbr$Ubjectto:dis~iplinary action underCQde section.287:S,,sqbdivfsion G) 

20 in. thatResportdettt called 1n at least 35 false and fraudulent prescriptions and/or refills £or 

21 Vicodin 'into local phannacies. under the names of Dr. Rlelmrd Lander and Dt; Laura MeiseL 

22 ·complajn~trefets to~ and by :this reference mcorp'Grmesl the allegations ~tforth. in Paragraphs 

2J 10 thrQqgb 20)·inclusive, 1:\S•. though 1\tUy s~ forth here.~. 

24 THlRD CAJ,tSE F<>i»lSCitLJN'E · 

25 (mesat Possession andPrescription of aControlled SUbstance) 

26 22. Respondent is subjeC{to disciplinar)r action under Code section 2878.5; $t1bdivision 

27 (a), in conjunction with Califqfi.Oa C()de of Regulations, title 16, section 2518;6) subdiviSion: 

28 (b)(4) in that Resppndent iUes~lly poswssed and prescribed a controlled: substance, to: wit. 

6 

·I 

I 



rs 

. 

ion 


1 Vicodin, on no less than35 occasions between May, 2009 :and January 2011. Complainant refe
' 

2 
 to, and by this reference incotporates, the 
' 

iiiJ\eg~tioi)s set forthJn PfU'agraphs 1.0 through 20; 

3 
 incl-usive, as though fully set forth herein. 

4 
 PBAYJR 
s WHEREFORE, Cornpla.inant requests· that a heari11g, be held on the matters herein alleged

6 
 and that folloWing thtH1Wi11i1 the;BOatd ofVoea,tiopfll Nursing and Psy.chiatrlc Technicians 

7 
 issue a decision: 

8 
 1. Revoking orsusptmding VocationaiNurse Licett.Se Number VN l207&1i issued to 

9 
 Jane Carmela Collins; 

10 
 2. Ordering Jane Carmela Collins to pay the Board ofVocational Nursing and 

11 
 Psychiatric Technicians the xtasonable ~osts ofthe iuvestiga.tion and enfbreementof this case, 

12 
 purs1Jant to :SU$iness and Professipns Code section 125.3; and 

13 
 3. Taking such octher and .further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

14 


15 

DATED: _M_AR_·_D_4_211_1!_--\ 

16 


17 


18 


19 

LAZ<l12S07921 

20 
 512i4232.doo 

21 


22 


23 


24 


2:5 

2.6 


27 


28 
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